
Have You Met Her?
By Lily Salem

Let’s get to know each other a 
little bit better, shall we?

Secrets to securing a job while pursuing 
grad school! Featuring Lei Lily Tam

The Women in Big Data (WiBD) So Cal 
chapter was pleased to feature campus 
co-lead Lei Lily Tam Q4 2020. As students 
returned to school for a very different fall 
term, we were able 
to welcome them 
with an inspiring 
virtual talk by Lily, 
who pitched how 
the purpose of 
academic ambition 
and career focus 
can be achieved by 
dedicated self-care 
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Find one of us in your local community.
Have an idea for an article or a suggestion? Send to management@womeninbigdata.org.

What’s New?
Happy Holidays 2020! Hope you are all staying safe, 
healthy, and strong!

Women in Big Data (WiBD) started as a grass-roots 
organization in 2015 with the mission to inspire and 
connect women in big data careers. Starting with 
fifteen members and one chapter in San Francisco’s 
Bay Area, as of the end of 2020, the WiBD community 
has now grown to over 17,000 members across 39 
chapters and six continents, spreading inspiration, 
growing networks, and promoting member success 
on an ever-expanding platform! Want to see some of 
these faces around the world? Click here to watch an “I 
am Woman in Big Data” video and see how many new 
chapters and countries you can count!

If you have not done your holiday shopping yet, WiBD 
now has ways you can contribute through smile.
amazon.com with every purchase.  You can also 
donate tax-deductibly directly on womeninbigdata.org 
or through your company matching program.  How?

In 2020, Women in Big Data in US became a non-
profit organization. The organization filed paperwork 
that transformed Women in Big Data from grassroots 
to officially “nonprofit”, expanding funding capabilities 
and laying a foundation for a new mission. The founders 
realized that, as important as inspiration and connection 
are, their ability to move the needle on a future in 
which gender and resources don’t limit equitable 
participation was finite. A new mission was outlined 
to cultivate new contribution opportunities, unlock 
latent potential, act as a catalyst for advancement, 
and empower equity allies of any gender.

We want to hear from you!

Women in Big Data is an inclusive community which 
appreciates big data as a tool being harnessed at every 
level, in every industry today, to shape tomorrow. 
Broader diversity among leaders and practitioners will 
improve the use and function of big data, ensuring a 
future that’s better for all of us. As we grow, please 
do post your happenings @womeninbigdataglobal  
#womeninbigdata

In This Issue
 
•	 Get to know Lei Lily Tam, co-lead 

of Women in Big Data Southern 
California chapter 

•	 Meet our board of directors and 
advisory board members for WiBD 
US nonprofit organization

•	 Learn about the “nonprofit” 
organization launch of Women in 
Big Data in US, and ways you can 
easily donate to WiBD’s cause and 
community

•	 Welcome our new chapters, leads 
and events regions: Nigeria, Sri 
Lanka, Malaysia, Bahrain, Nepal, 
India, and Pakistan

•	 WiBD Entrepreneur’s bootcamp 
series completed

•	 And more...

https://www.linkedin.com/in/lilysalem/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/leililytam/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/wibd-structure/
mailto:management%40womeninbigdata.org?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Byh0_6YurA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/


and a game-changing network. The 
event was posted on our WiBD So Cal 
MeetUp page, open to members from 
anywhere in the world, and sponsored 
by the University of Southern 
California (USC) Marshall School of 
Business.

Lily is a first-generation student who 
will graduate this year. Although she 
won’t have a “normal” graduation 
ceremony for either her B.S. or M.S., 
she recognizes how completing a 
degree during the pandemic is an 

exceptional milestone for all of the 
Class of 2020. Lily will stay on as 
a co-lead with WiBD So Cal, as she 
enjoys making connections within 
the community—in particular to 
inspire others from underprivileged 
backgrounds as they pursue data and 
STEM careers. Aside from her day job, 
she is a musician, a photographer, 
and a creative at heart who fills her 
free time by attending live concerts 
(when it is safe) and exploring nature.

Read the full article here.

Around the 
World
For upcoming 
events, click here

Our Story
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https://www.meetup.com/Women-in-Big-Data-Meetup-SoCal-Chapter/events/273406066/
https://www.meetup.com/Women-in-Big-Data-Meetup-SoCal-Chapter/events/273406066/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/2020/09/18/back-to-school-fall-2020-featuring-anushka-singh-engineering-grad-student-verizon-media-yahoo-intern-wibd-socal-chapter-co-lead/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/events/


Meet WiBD Board of Directors and Advisory Board
for the US Nonprofit organization

We are excited to introduce the Women in Big Data Board of Directors, seven members 
whose breadth of experience and knowledge helps shape and grow our nonprofit 
organization. Members include Tina Tang, Shala Arshi,  Radhika Rangarajan,  Sora Chung, 
Tanya Henderson, Regina Karson, and Anne Marie Weber




 

 




Women in Big Data US Nonprofit Launch 

WiBD launched the USA Non-Profit Women in 
Big Data on Dec 1st (Giving Tuesday day).

Elaine Kwok was the MC. She started with a 
welcome message, review of the agenda and 
shared a Pink Lady recipe to toast the event.

A short video that highlighted WiBD around 
the globe was shown.

This was followed with a message from 
Michael Greene, original executive sponsor of 
WiBD.

And five members of the 
advisory board include 
Deborah Wiltshire, Karl 
von Beckmann, Kristen 
Schreiner, Ryann Foelker, 
and Telle Whitney.
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/tangtina/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAARWcABTnIxkcj-5HIiHPS_5XEmnlmSpn8
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAB0MhcBWYEFu-0yxxtVFFfWzvZuLkDw3Ik
https://www.instagram.com/sorachung/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tanya-henderson-7944421a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/reginakarson/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anne-marie-weber-a781635/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elaine-kwok-4061741/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/WiBD-NGO-Launch-Dec-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Byh0_6YurA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Byh0_6YurA&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/qiJsZP8wkuc
https://youtu.be/qiJsZP8wkuc
https://www.linkedin.com/in/deborahwiltshire/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/karlvonbeckmann/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/karlvonbeckmann/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kristenschreiner/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kristenschreiner/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ryann-foelker-5827494/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/telle-whitney/


Radhika Rangarajan, Co-Founder and WiBD Board 
Member, reflected on the WiBD journey and 
discussed different ways to donate and support the 
WiBD cause and community.  

Ryann Foelker, WiBD Board Advisor, discussed the 
WiBD renewed vision and mission.

We then got to our spotlight: A panel discussion 
organized and moderated by Shuchi Rana, WiBD 
Silicon Valley Chapter Co-Director, with Audrey 
Cavenecia, Chief Content Officer for Pete Carroll 
Media Co., and Julien Guthrie, Founder and CEO 
Mindset Alpha. 

We ended the event with prizes to the first ten 
members who joined in.

Here’s the link to the recording, link to the 
presentation and link to the blog

Vision
A future in which gender and 
resources don’t limit equitable 
participation in big data-
influenced careers. 

Mission 
(next 5 years)
Cultivate tangible opportunities 
for women, unlock latent 
potential through accessible 
training, act as a catalyst for 
advancement with thought 
leadership promotion, and 
empower equity allies of any 
gender with inclusive mentorship 
programming. 

Values
Connect. Cultivate. Champion.
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/radhikarangarajan/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ryann-foelker-5827494/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/shuchirana/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/audreycavenecia/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/audreycavenecia/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/julian-guthrie-2ab33b141/
https://youtu.be/Wxn0EzhguwE
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/WiBD-NGO-Launch-Dec-1.pdf
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/WiBD-NGO-Launch-Dec-1.pdf
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/women-in-big-data-usa-non-profit-launch-12-1-20/


In addition, there were several events and activities 
across the region, including:

Women in Big Data South Asia Thunder 2020 
was successfully completed, with eight chapter 
directors.  At this mega-event, directors from all 
eight countries united together and shared their 
country’s journey/experiences, as well as discussed 
the current goals and planning with each chapter.

We are excited to announce an 
amazing expansion of the South 
Asia region, with the addition of 
two chapters in two countries in 
that region.

Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka Chapter, 
under leadership of 
Director Mariya Kaed

Malaysia
Malaysia Chapter, 
under leadership of 
Co-Directors Kaushik 
Mohanraj and Chong 
Yung Wey

Welcome to the 
Women in Big Data 
family!

New Women in Big Data Chapters

We are pleased to 
announce our chapter in 
Nigeria. 

Nigeria Chapter under 
leadership of Co-Directors 
Itunu Olufemi and Debbie 
Braide

Nigeria 
EMEA REGION EXPANSION

Sri Lanka, Malaysia
SOUTH ASIA REGION EXPANSION

Mariya Kaed

Kaushik Mohanrai

Ituna Olufemi, Debbie Braide

The Nigeria chapter launch event was held on Nov 25th with a 
rich panel discussion.

The full blog of the event is available here.

Also, several events were held in the EMEA region, including 
one in collaboration with SAP.
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/355822802168389
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mariyakaed/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12484281/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kaushikmohanraj/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kaushikmohanraj/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yung-wey-chong-a060bbb3/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yung-wey-chong-a060bbb3/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/women-in-big-data-nigeria-8215551b7/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/itunu-olufemi-a30544155/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/debbiebraide/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/debbiebraide/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/wibd-nigerian-chapter-kickoff-and-panel-technology-and-policy-the-key-to-eliminating-vawg/


India: Ekata Mehul and Sowmya Moni with 
two events: The research challenges in 
“Artificial Intelligence using Big Data” on 
8th November 2020, and a virtual panel 
discussion, “Opportunities in Data Analysis,” 
on 17th November.

Pakistan: Laraib Abbas and Hafsa Shareef 
held two events: “Python workshop” on Nov 
21, and “Ambassador Orientation Session” on 
Nov 15.

Bahrain Launch event  
A webinar on Best Practices in Teaching and 
learning IT during the COVID-19 pandemic 
was held on 7th October.

Chapters Events    
Nepal: Anima Acharya and Sapana 
Tandukar - Virtual Workshop on “Data 
Visualization using Power BI” on 27th 
September, 2020.
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Schedule
Every Thursday, 9/3/20 - 11/5/20 at 
Noon (PST)

9/03/20: Ideation + Funding with 
Micah Baldwin, repeat founder, 
investor and coach. Early-stage 
practice at Grasshopper Bank. Blog 
link

9/10/20: Product with Jessica 
Sarceda, Product Director, Paradox. 
Blog link

9/17/20: Pricing with Fergus 
O’Reilly, Product Manager at Stripe. 
Blog link

9/24/20: Sales 101/Enterprise 
Sales/Value based selling with Bucky 
Strong, CEO, Tohoom. Blog link

10/01/20: Marketing with Maneeza 
Aminy, CEO Marvel Marketers. Blog 
link

10/08/20: Selling to enterprises in 
the age of GDPR with Jeff Zitomer, 
Director Platform and Technology 
Strategy at SAP

10/15/20: Storytelling with Luca 
Penati, Chief Advisor and Founder, 
Penati and Partners

10/22/20: Media Training with 
Anke Otto-Jungkind, Global 
Vice President, Marketing and 
Communications, at SAP.iO

10/29/20: Finance 101 with Mark 
Thorpe, Vice President Finance and 
Corporate Controller at Eargo

11/5/20: Grand Finale w/Female 
Entrepreneurs panel 

Click here for more events. And click 
here for the blog coverage of the 
events.

Learn More

Follow us on Twitter @ datawomen
Join our WiBD LinkedIn Group Forum to officially become a WiBD member
Visit the WiBD Company LinkedIn page
Add WiBD to your LinkedIn profile
Post WiBD Pictures on Facebook
Instagram @womeninbigdataglobal  #womeninbigdata
Find jobs on the WiBD Job Board
Post Videos on YouTube
Bookmark our website www.womeninbigdata.org
Sign up for your Local Meetup
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Entrepreneur’s Bootcamp Series Completed

What timing with 
the Women in Big 
Data Entrepreneur’s 
Bootcamp series, 
covering must-know 
topics for entrepreneurs. 
A new survey by 
Forbes shows 61% of 
women are planning a 
major career change 
post-pandemic, with 
one fourth of women 
surveyed planning to set 
up a new business. The 
Entrepreneur’s Bootcamp 
series covers 10 “must 
know” topics over two 
months. We completed 
four sessions in 
September, followed by 
five sessions in October, 
and we wrapped it up in 
November. 
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https://www.meetup.com/Women-in-Big-Data-Meetup/events/czgfxrybcmbfb/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAAAfNMBVR08hMNJ_5WafQrWpmcxCS3FS9U
https://www.linkedin.com/company/grasshopper-bank/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/2020/09/16/must-know-topics-for-entrepreneurs-thursdays-9-3-20-11-5-20-at-noon-pst/
https://www.meetup.com/Women-in-Big-Data-Meetup/events/nqzkwrybcmbnb/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAABfcrZ4BzjZHyQvbxgZXshF6902llGYSMMw
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAABfcrZ4BzjZHyQvbxgZXshF6902llGYSMMw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/paradoxolivia/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/2020/09/23/must-know-topics-for-entrepreneurs-thursdays-9-3-20-11-5-20-at-noon-pst-2/
https://www.meetup.com/Women-in-Big-Data-Meetup/events/nqzkwrybcmbwb/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAAgwkIBfKvTWL_MWSSERS6wmSJzPIqa8oU
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAAgwkIBfKvTWL_MWSSERS6wmSJzPIqa8oU
https://www.linkedin.com/company/stripe/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/must-know-topics-for-entrepreneurs-pricing/
https://www.meetup.com/Women-in-Big-Data-Meetup/events/nqzkwrybcmbgc/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAMGk6oBv23EEI1oNvi0mEmfPWvdksCH2C4
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAMGk6oBv23EEI1oNvi0mEmfPWvdksCH2C4
https://www.linkedin.com/company/tohoom/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/must-know-topics-for-entrepreneurs-thursdays-9-3-20-11-5-20-at-noon-pst-3/
https://www.meetup.com/Women-in-Big-Data-Meetup/events/nqzkwrybcnbcb/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAAbvbsBxA37RDwDFUU9e__gOSuddcdM3gM
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAAbvbsBxA37RDwDFUU9e__gOSuddcdM3gM
https://www.linkedin.com/company/marvelmarketers-com/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/must-know-topics-for-entrepreneurs-thursdays-9-3-20-11-5-20-at-noon-pst-4/
https://www.meetup.com/Women-in-Big-Data-Meetup/events/czgfxrybcnblb/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAClPJoBKYTBM8U8weCVfyTDYIbuhKQy_Ug
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sap/
https://www.meetup.com/Women-in-Big-Data-Meetup/events/czgfxrybcnbtb/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAAEi34BeXyh0FR4joyP1XQL-Q-5F3IrIPk
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAABAvkjkBdfLbi4ZqW-H8Nz57CfUOkHC8_5E
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sap.io/
https://www.meetup.com/Women-in-Big-Data-Meetup/events/czgfxrybcnbmc/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAALphogBbIpQv6ZPQA5FMfdI5nCwzfVLqfw
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAALphogBbIpQv6ZPQA5FMfdI5nCwzfVLqfw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eargo/
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https://www.womeninbigdata.org/blog/
https://twitter.com/datawomen
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6981086/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-big-data/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-big-data/
https://www.facebook.com/womeninbigdata/
https://www.instagram.com/womeninbigdataglobal
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/jobs/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOaMT7A9SVkeBdvYNxiITVA
http://www.womeninbigdata.org/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/wibd-structure/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/briannawiest/2020/09/08/61-of-women-are-planning-a-major-career-change-post-pandemic-new-survey-shows/?utm_campaign=forbes&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_term=Carrie/#4ab47e25417c

