
Have You Met Her?
Let’s get to know Cécile Boyeka, 
WiBD Paris Chapter Director. 

Cécile Boyeka is truly a remarkable individual 
with a diverse background. She graciously 
shared her career journey with us, highlighting 
transitions from TV to Tech and Finance, and 
emphasizing the importance of continuous 
self-improvement and staying at the forefront 
of industry trends. Cécile expresses strong 
support for elevating women, crediting her 
success to a network of inspiring mentors. 
She encourages more women to pursue data 
careers for innovation and diversity’s sake. 
Her motivation lies in embracing change and 

stepping out of her 
comfort zone. 

We strongly 
encourage you 
to dive into this 
enlightening 
interview to 
gain a deeper 
understanding of 
this remarkable 
woman. 

What’s New?
It was a busy quarter. 
Here are some of the highlights:

•	 Launched WiBD Hackathon Program.

•	 Women in Big Data LinkedIn Newsletter 
launched “WiBD Global.Connect.”

•	 Women in Big Data Toronto chapter has 
launched an exclusive program tailored for 
a cohort of their most engaged members. 

•	 Launched a new chapter in Dubai. 

•	 We are thrilled to announce a new 
addition to our board of directors. Madhavi 
Rajan brings a wealth of experience and 
passion to our organization that will help 
us continue to make a meaningful impact 
in our community. 
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Global Hackathon program
Women in Big Data is proud to launch our Global 
Hackathon program under the leadership of Rupa 
Gangatirkar. 
The program collaborates with companies, 
academic institutions, and subject matter experts 
to solve data-related challenges through active 
participation in hackathons.
•	 Objective: To unite data enthusiasts, fostering 

collaboration in tackling data-related challenges 
and generating valuable insights and solutions 
through data-driven approaches, all while 
equipping participants with tools to learn and 
enhance their skills.

•	 Industry engagements provide a valuable 
opportunity to educate and train the audience 
while enabling companies to make real-time 
enhancements to their products, applications, 
platforms, and services.

•	 Academic institutes have the chance to 
engage in real-world, data-driven challenges, 
gaining hands-on experience and up-to-
date knowledge while offering their student 
community opportunities to learn and refine 
in-demand technical skills. 

In Q3 2023, WiBD and zbyte teamed up to host 
the inaugural Hackathon, marking the first-ever 
collaboration between the industry and three WiBD 
chapters. 
•	 Participating WiBD chapters include Northwest 

(Portland, USA), India, and Costa Rica.
•	 All three chapters are targeting regional 

university students for participation.
For more information, visit the hackathon page. 
Contact hackathon@womeninbigdata.org with any 
questions.  

WiBD Global Hackathon Initiative

A Solid Start for 2023H2 mentoring 

The second half of the 2023 mentoring year started 
with remarkable success through our “Summer 
Mentoring” Program. This new 1:1 mentoring 
initiative was available to the global community and 
ran from June 1 through August 25. 51 mentees and 
47 mentors attended, engaging in discussions about 
starting or advancing a technology-related career 
and developing technical, interpersonal, and/or 
business strategy skills.
Here is a glimpse of the inspiring feedback:
•	 One mentee expressed deep gratitude for 

their mentor’s unwavering commitment and 
exceptional support in ensuring smooth and 
productive sessions.

•	 Many participants appreciated the opportunity 
for networking and the chance to explore 
innovative perspectives that fostered creative 
thinking.

•	 The emphasis on open communication and the 
nurturing of strong mentor-mentee relationships 
was a standout feature for numerous 
participants. 

•	 Many participants expressed a desire to continue 
participating in such impactful initiatives.

We extend our heartfelt thanks 
to all who contributed their time 
and effort to make this program a 
valued experience.

Next up for the September-to-
December session, we are proud 
to again offer our two most 

popular programs: Emerging Technologists and 
Mentor in Tech International. Also in the line-up is a 
new peer group program, Technology Solopreneur, 
especially designed for folks looking to start (or 
who already have started) their own technology 
business. You can find more about these programs 
on our website. 

And that’s not all: The SoCal chapter of Women in 
Big Data hosted an in-person speed mentoring event 
on September 21, 2023.

If you have any inquiries or wish to discuss future 
mentoring programs and events, please reach out to 
Deborah Sgro at deborah.sgro@womeninbigdata.org. 
We are eager to continue our mission of empow-
erment and growth, and we welcome your active 
participation.

Thank you for being part of our vibrant community.

WiBD Global Mentoring Update

By Deborah Sgro, Women in Big Data Mentoring Director
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Around the Globe - Regions/Chapter Updates

Americas Region

Southern California (SoCal) Chapter

  New Co-Director

Join us in extending a warm welcome to Weixiang Chen, Ph.D. as she takes on her role as the new 
Co-Director for the WiBD SoCal Chapter. Weixiang will be collaborating closely with the SoCal Chapter 
Director, Odessa Reyno, to deliver impactful programs and events to our community.

The SoCal chapter also held a speed mentoring event on Sept 21. 

Toronto Chapter

New Program

The Toronto chapter launched an exclusive 
program curated for a cohort of their most 
engaged members. The program will run for ten 
months starting in September 2023. They have 
accepted ten members, as they are running this 
as a pilot program in the first year.

The program offers:

•	 Job Search & Workshops (access to 
recruitment agency, career coaching, and 
quarterly career workshops hosted by 
industry experts)

•	 Leadership & Development Modules 
(virtual leadership circles, spotlight 
program curated to the members’ personal 
development goals)

•	 Networking & Socials (wine & cheese 
nights to grow and connect with like-minded 
individuals)

Link to the program calendar. 

A big shout out to the entire Toronto executive 
team. They began strategy work and planning 
in January 2023, and over the course of the 
last eight months the team has really stepped 
up their time commitment. It’s been such a 
rewarding experience for the team to see the 
idea come to life, and it wouldn’t have been 
possible without their contributions and hard 
work. The team includes (L to R) Renita Sudirga, 
Katherine Chen, Lilian Lau, and Lynn Yen. Kaylie 
Tam is not shown in the picture.
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Student hackathon

The Women in Big Data Pacific Northwest chapter 
is hosting a hackathon for students at the 
University of Portland, Oregon State University, 
and the University of Oregon. The hackathon will 
focus on Data Analysis, Big Data, Blockchain, 
and Web3 application development using zbyte’s 
platform. 

For more information visit here. 

Northwest Chapter

EMEA Region

Dubai Chapter

New chapter

Women in Big Data and the WiBD EMEA region welcome a new WiBD 
chapter in Dubai under the leadership of Marianna Simonian. Marianna 
is the founder and CEO of VARD.tech, a collaborative analytics platform 
that aims to make analytics as easy as possible for personal use and 
team evaluation. With more than 11 years of experience as a startup 
entrepreneur, she is passionate about mentoring and teaching students 
how to create their own startups and scale them globally. Her mission 
is to elevate the Dubai Industrial Strategy 2030 to make Dubai a global 
platform for knowledge-based, sustainable, innovation-focused businesses. 
On one hand, Marianna observes the Dubai government’s ambition to 
lead in technology and draw an increasing number of tech professionals. 
On the other hand, she notices the growing presence of women actively 
participating in the tech sector, seeking networks and support along 
their journey. Through this new Women in Big Data chapter, she plans to 
provide opportunities for women in the region to focus on networking and 
evangelism to (start with). 

Marianna Simonian
WiBD Dubai Chapter 
Director

Brussels and Berlin Chapters

Brussels and Berlin podcast collaboration  

This summer, the WiBD Brussels chapter had an engaging 
conversation with the WiBD Berlin Chapter, which led to an 
exciting partnership. Starting in September 2023, they are 
set to increase their podcast frequency, delivering episodes 
featuring top speakers who address our audience’s pressing 
concerns. Fittingly, the podcast has a fresh identity: “Women in 
Big Data Brussels and Berlin Podcast”.

If you’re keen on delving deeper into the world of podcasting or 
interested in joining in on this journey, contact them via email 
at datawomen@protonmail.com. They are eager to connect and 
explore with you the limitless potential of podcasting. Read the 
full report.
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Training series

Women in Big Data Nepal, in collaboration with Machhapuchchhre 
Bank, recently hosted a compelling session titled ‘Elevate your data 
visualization with minimalism.’ This enlightening session highlighted 
the power of minimalist data presentations by eliminating unnecessary 
elements, employing clear and concise visuals, and making data more 
visually appealing and easily comprehensible. The primary objective was to enhance the impact, engagement, 
and accessibility of data visualization across all age groups, ultimately facilitating improved understanding and 
decision-making. The session was skillfully conducted by Mr. Mala Deep Upadhayay, a distinguished Data Science 
and Visualization Consultant at Atipaz Solutions and a respected lecturer at NIMS College. 

Join WiBD Company LinkedIn
Join WiBD LinkedIn Group Forum 
Add WiBD to your LinkedIn profile
Post Videos on YouTube
Bookmark our website www.womeninbigdata.org
Sign up for your Local Meetup
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Events
Click here for more events. 
And click here for the blog 
coverage of the events. 

“Women 40+ in IT” initiative 

In collaboration with Women in Tech, we launched the “Women 40+ 
in IT” initiative in January 2023, and today we’re excited to provide 
an update on its progress. Our primary focus is to support women in 
the technology field who are navigating the challenges of ageism after 
reaching the age of forty. So far, we’ve successfully conducted eight 
informative webinars where experienced speakers shared valuable 
insights, job-hunting tips, and more. We’re thrilled to announce that 
five additional webinars are in the pipeline for September and October. 
In addition, we’ve created a vibrant Telegram chat for ongoing support 
and weekly informal coffee meetups to foster closer connections within our community. Discover more here.

Russia Chapter

South Asia Region

India Chapter

New partnership

Women in Big Data India is excited to announce 
a new university chapter partnership with Parul 
University. We aspire to foster our vision to empower 
women in data and allied fields with this partnership.

An internship journey

Hello, I’m Tamanna Khaitan, a 
final-year undergraduate at Indira 
Gandhi Delhi Technical University 
for Women, pursuing Electronics 
and Communications. I’m thrilled 
to share my internship experience 
at Salesforce, where I’m about 
to embark on my career as a 
Software Engineer. During the end 
of the second year, I came across 
Women in Big Data, which I believe 
has, quite literally, changed my life! I discovered the power 
of communities, peer learning, and women leaning on each 
other to rise and thrive together! Read the full article here. 

Tamanna Khaitan
WiBD Volunteer

Become a Member
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/membership/

Nepal Chapter
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