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In our November 2024 issue, we cover: 

• Spotlighting Jomy Jose 

• Mentoring program updates 

• Training program updates 

• Podcast program updates  

• Other updates 

• Events around the globe 
 
 
 
Spotlight - Celebrating Jomy’s Exceptional Leadership and Impact in the 
Munich Chapter 
 
Jomy Jose’s incredible leadership as Women in Big Data Director of the Munich 
Chapter this year has been truly inspiring. She exceeded expectations by driving 10 
events—far surpassing the original goal of one per quarter — and, together with the 
team, grew our Munich chapter LinkedIn engagement to an impressive 1,800 
followers since launching the page in late 2023. 
 
From organizing events and moderating panels to leading monthly calls and coaching 
volunteers, Jomy’s dedication has been instrumental in building a strong, impactful 
community. Our recent event in Munich, attended by over 100 people, is just one 
example of how her efforts are transforming careers and lives. 
 
Thank you, Jomy, for your outstanding contributions and the remarkable impact 
you’ve made this year! 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jomyjose07/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jomyjose07/


 
 
 
Mentoring Program Updates  
Deborah Sgro, Program Director 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/deborahsgro/


As we approach the final weeks of 2024, it’s a great time to celebrate the 
achievements of our third mentoring session. This year, we offered two impactful 
programs for our global community, supporting mentees at various career stages. 

Our Mentoring Matters program, a core initiative, continued to thrive with 125 mentors 
and mentees participating in one-on-one sessions focused on career advancement. 
Participants set ambitious goals such as: 

• Building a skill inventory for a data science career and addressing gaps. 

• Acquiring knowledge to launch a career in product management. 

• Gaining fresh insights on job searching and interviewing. 

With four weeks left, many are already completing requirements and sharing their 
Certificates of Completion on LinkedIn. 

We also hosted the Emerging Technologist Circle, a peer-mentoring series for early-
career professionals with under two years of experience, co-facilitated by myself and 
Jody Porrazzo. Our six bi-weekly sessions cover essential topics like concise 
communication, career exploration, feedback, and self-advocacy. Upcoming sessions 
will focus on interview skills and career planning. 

Here’s a glimpse of mid-program participant feedback: 

• “The chance to connect with women in big data worldwide is inspiring.” 

• “Breakout sessions are great for networking, and presentations are clear.” 

• “The support and guidance from organizers have been invaluable.” 

These programs exemplify our commitment to empowering tech professionals 
globally. Thank you to everyone who has joined us on this journey! 

Looking ahead, provide us your contact information if you're interested in applying for 
our February to May 2025 mentoring session.  We will send you an early application 
notification. 

 
 

Training Program updates 
Srabasti Banerjee, Program Director 
 

 
- Meet our top DataCamp Donate learners for the month.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jody-porrazzo-phd/
https://forms.gle/5E35bkRBRaAzNaZg6
https://www.linkedin.com/in/srabasti-banerjee/


 
 

- Congratulations to Monika Karki from the Women in Big Data Nepal Chapter 
for achieving an incredible milestone! Monika has successfully completed her 
SQL Associate and Data Analyst Associate certifications—becoming the first 
learner in our program to earn two certifications in just one month. 

 
 

 
Podcast Program updates 
Desiree Timmermans, Program Director 

Listen to the latest episode of the Women in Big Data Podcast, where Ryan Tabrah 
(Intel Corporation) and Donna Donnelly (NXP Semiconductors) share their inspiring 
'Lift as You Climb' experiences & insights. Learn how to propel your career and uplift 
others along the way. Link to the podcast. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/desiretimmermans/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ryan-tabrah-ab21911/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/intel-corporation/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/donna-donnelly-profile/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nxp-semiconductors/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/podcast/


 

 
 

Other Updates 

 
Finding My Tribe. Hear Aliya Boranbayeva’s journey with Women in Big Data Berlin.  
Two years ago, joining Women in Big Data Berlin became a turning point in my 
professional life. What started as simple membership turned into a journey of growth, 
connection, and opportunity. Through this community, I discovered valuable lessons: 
the importance of finding genuine mentors, embracing continuous learning (and 
failure as part of it), building meaningful connections, advocating for myself, and 
balancing work with life. Experiencing these lessons alongside other women who truly 
understand the journey made it all the more impactful, helping me find my true tribe in 
tech. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/aliyaboranbayeva/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wibd-berlin/


 
 
 
 
AnitaB.org India welcomed Women in Big Data to their partner ecosystem for GHCI 
24! 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-big-data/


 

 

Ready to make a career comeback in tech & data? US Consulate General Mumbai 
announced supporting Women in Big Data India’s returnship program which is 
designed to help women reclaim their careers in these fields. Through mentorship, 
upskilling, and flexible learning, this program empowers women to step confidently 
back into the workforce. 



 



 

 

Events around the globe 

- The WiBD Bay Area Chapter Co-Directors, Anat Zohar and Emiko Sano, 
recently held 2025 Vision/Outlook meeting to share our Bay Area chapter’s 
goals (Recording and slides available). We're focused on building a strong 
community by offering more in-person events centered on connection, skill-
building, and mentorship. If you've been considering joining our mission, now is 
the perfect time—we’d love your help in making this vision a reality while 
supporting your journey! Please fill out our volunteer interest form 

 

 
 
 

- WiBD Bay Area Chapter hosted a Happy Hour Meet and Greet where 
participants enjoyed connecting with like-minded individuals in a relaxed and 
lively atmosphere. It was a fantastic evening filled with laughter, engaging 
conversations about hobbies, and a shared love for building community.  
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/anatzohar/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ebsano/
https://youtu.be/miAaKr-SOeo
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGWUU9s7eA/C-zZSdptQLPU2C3kOCOxKQ/edit?utm_content=DAGWUU9s7eA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://forms.gle/jAd1tYyqp9AHEqm86


 
 
 

- Women in Big Data SoCal proudly partnered with Data Con LA and was 
featured in the "Navigating the Future of AI/ML in a Rapidly Evolving Industry" 
panel on November 16. Moderated by Odessa Reyno, WiBD SoCal Chapter 
Director , the discussion featured insights from our co-chapter director, Dr. 
Weixiang Chen, and Annie Flippo (CDO of Urgently), covering career 
pathways, responsible AI governance, and emerging trends.   

 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/dataconla/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/odessareyno/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/weixiangchen/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/weixiangchen/


 
- Virtual Lunch & Learn: LinkedIn Workshop - Our Women in Big Data SoCal 

member Jialing Wang guided the audience through LinkedIn fundamentals, 
helping participants to craft a profile to attract attention and to create new 
opportunities in job search.  

 

 
 
 
 

- On November 12th, Women in Big Data Paris partnered with Le Wagon to 
host an inspiring roundtable on navigating successful career transitions into 
data. Held at Le Wagon's dynamic campus in Nantes and skillfully moderated 
by Andrea Leylavergne, Director of Women in Big Data Paris, the event 
fostered an energizing atmosphere of growth, learning, and new opportunities. 
Thank you Anaïs THEPAUT,  Eva Touboulic, Oriane Aumoitte and Marie-Odile 
Lhomme for great discussion and your insights. Find the details here.  
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jialingwang1/
https://www.lewagon.com/fr/nantes
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrea-leylavergne/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anais-thepaut/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/evatouboulic/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/oriane-aumoitte-a19891136/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/molhomme/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/molhomme/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/women-in-big-data-paris-an-inspiring-round-table-on-data-career-transitions/


 
 
 
 

- Our Women in Big Data Munich and Munich Re teamed up again for 
another fabulous after work event! It was an engaging evening full of insights, 
networking, and fun. Carolina Soto opened the event with an introduction to 
Munich Re. Jomy Jose introduced the Women in Big Data, Elena Wetzel and 
Komal Rizwan showcased the power of data integration with Databricks & 
Power BI, Lily Ryan explained the importance of cybersecurity, Karolina Stosio 
outlined strategies to navigate the Generative AI hype in reinsurance, and 
more. Details here.  

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-big-data-munich/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/munich-re/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/carolina-soto-13486a/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/munich-re/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jomyjose07/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-big-data/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elena-wetzel-9832b8b8/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/komal-rizwan-a1431653/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lilyryan/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/karolinastosio/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/women-in-big-data-munich_what-a-fantastic-evening-at-munich-re-yesterday-activity-7265693744828481536-D0RV/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop


 
 
 
 

- Women in Big Data Munich held a panel at the Databricks Data & AI World 
Tour 2024 in Munich on November 7th!  Our panel discussion moderated 
by Kendy Rannenberg brought together brilliant female experts: Lexy Kassan: 
Lead Data & AI Strategist, Ethicist at Databricks, Lynne Bailey: Lead Data 
Strategist at Databricks, Tatjana Wiebusch: Partner – AI & Data at Deloitte, 
Julia Staab: Lead Data Science Germany at Accenture, and Nahia Orduña: 
Head of Solution Architects – Strategic Accounts at Amazon Web Services 
(AWS) where she shared how Responsible AI is the north star at AWS.  

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-big-data-munich/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/databricks/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kendy/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lexykassan/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/databricks/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lynne-bailey-34b0049/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/databricks/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tatjana-wiebusch-1a7589b0/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/deloitte/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/julia-staab/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/accenture/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nahiaorduna/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/amazon-web-services/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/amazon-web-services/


 
 
 

 
- An exciting evening of networking, learning, and insights at our event on 

Nov 21, co-hosted by Women in Big Data Berlin, Le Wagon, and Delivery 
Hero! This was the perfect opportunity to connect with like-minded individuals, 
to gain valuable advice from recruitment and industry experts, and to hear 
inspiring stories from Le Wagon alumni who have successfully navigated the 
world of data. Aliya Boranbayeva and Itai Yaffe represented WiBD. More here. 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/wibd-berlin/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/le-wagon/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/delivery-hero-se/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/delivery-hero-se/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/aliyaboranbayeva/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/itaiy/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/aliyaboranbayeva_womenempowerment-networking-careerintech-activity-7265623046957191168-PHpg/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop


 
 
 
 

- We're very pleased to invite you to our upcoming WiBD NRW Germany + 
Wirtschaftsjunioren Frankfurt joint Afterwork Event on the 5th of December 
in Frankfurt am Main! Topic is Tackling AI Ethics and (Big) Data Challenges in 
Finance! Register here.  

https://www.meetup.com/women-in-big-data-nrw/events/304321711/?slug=women-in-big-data-nrw&eventId=304321711


 
 

- WiBD Switzerland chapter is excited to announce our participation in 
LauzHack, a 24-hour hackathon at EPFL Lausanne, from November 30 to 
December 1, 2024! Our chapter director, Milyana Mcirdi will moderate a 
Roundtable Discussion on Diversity, Mentorship & Innovation, featuring three 
brilliant and inspiring speakers from our core team. 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/lauzhack/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/milyana-mcirdi-software-account-executive/


 
 

 

 

- Women in Big Data is a community partner with PrestoCon - Together, we 
are advancing open source innovation! Our co-founder and executive director 
Radhika Rangarajan will be moderating panel discussion at the PrestoCon 
event. Register here.  
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/radhikarangarajan/
https://prestodb.io/prestocon/


 
 

 
 

- Three-part Series of Expert Discussions on Women's Careers in Big Data 
& AI "Data Science for Women, by Women: Insights, Inspiration, and 
Innovation". Organized by WiBD Dubai Chapter and WiBD Global Mentoring 
Initiative. Sign up here, 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPWidstjvgbvlxU12O6f6sY6WkfMeTSVE6KsP9NFKCxm4Ltg/viewform


  
 
Click here for more events. And click here for the blog coverage. 
   

Become a member: https://www.womeninbigdata.org/membership/ 

Join WiBD Company  WiBD LinkedIn Company 

Join WiBD  LinkedIn Group Forum  
Add WiBD to your LinkedIn profile 

Sign up for your local Meetup. 
 

 

https://www.meetup.com/Women-in-Big-Data-Meetup/events/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/blog/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/membership/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/18486764/admin/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6981086/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-big-data/

