
America Region



We are pleased to recognize Surekha, WiBD Board Member and 
Pacific Northwest Chapter Director, for her outstanding leadership 
and vision. In addition to leading a highly successful WiBD 10-Year 
Anniversary celebration and NW AI Summit, she has spearheaded 
the launch of the new AI for Cybersecurity initiative—demonstrating 
forward-thinking leadership and a strong commitment to addressing 

emerging challenges in the data and AI landscape. Her ability to 
inspire teams, drive innovation, and deliver meaningful impact 

continues to elevate the WiBD community.

Surekha Reddy



We recognize Divya for her dedication and collaborative 
leadership as Program Manager, which made the WiBD

10-Year Anniversary events possible. Her ability to 
coordinate across regions, support diverse teams, and 

bring a shared vision to life was instrumental in the 
success of this global celebration.

Divya 
Ananthapadmanabhan



This recognition honors Tushara for her strategic 
oversight and cross-regional coordination as Program 

Manager for the WiBD 10-Year Anniversary events. Her 
leadership, organization, and commitment ensured a 

cohesive and impactful global milestone.

Tushara Gangavaram



In recognition of Rupa, whose passion and leadership as 
WiBD Hackathon Program Director have brought 

innovation, collaboration, and community to life. Her 
commitment to empowering participants and fostering 

inclusive problem-solving continues to elevate the impact 
of WiBD hackathons worldwide.

Rupa Gangatirkar



We recognize Srabasti, WiBD Training Director, for her 
exceptional leadership in championing our partnership with 

DataCamp and supporting learners across the WiBD
community. Through her dedication, advocacy, and 

learner-centered approach, she has expanded access to 
high-quality training and empowered members to build 

confidence and advance their data and AI skills.

Srabasti Banerjee



AI for Healthcare Initiative



We proudly recognize Aruna for her visionary leadership 
in founding and leading the WiBD AI for Healthcare 

initiative. Through her passion, dedication, and 
collaborative approach, she has helped advance 

meaningful conversations and action at the intersection 
of AI, data, and healthcare—driving impact that aligns 

deeply with WiBD’s mission.

Aruna Nadesan



Divya has been a driving force behind the launch of WiBD AI for 
Healthcare, building strong momentum across social media and 

growing our community to over 650 members. Leading marketing and 
content creation - she brings creativity and passion to everything she 

does, from conducting insightful delegate interviews to engaging 
members through surveys and campaigns - and is now steering us 

toward our next milestone of 1,000 members by year-end.

Divya Somasundara



As Program Manager, Ramya has been instrumental in 
expanding our team, strengthening engagement, and 

representing us across Women in Big Data forums. Her 
leadership and dedication have driven the launch of multiple 

Perspectives sessions, the growth of our team to five members, 
and the posting of hundreds of jobs, all contributing to our 

thriving community of over 650 members.

Ramya Varma



Global Mentoring Initiative



Thank you for serving as Project Manager on the Mentoring 
Alumni Study. Your thoughtful guidance and leadership resulted 
in an insightful, impactful report that will help shape the future of 
our Mentoring Initiative and further strengthen our community.

Erika Lunceford



Thank you for serving as Lead Data Scientist on the Mentoring 
Alumni Study. Your thoughtful analysis of the survey responses 
highlighted the strengths and impact of the Mentoring Initiative 

while uncovering new opportunities for future growth.

Jody Porrazzo



Thank you for serving as Data Analyst on the Mentoring 
Alumni Study. Your work in preparing the data, analyzing 

responses, and shaping the story behind the findings 
revealed valuable insights that will help guide and 

strengthen our community.

Ralitza Soultanova



AI for Cyber Security Initiative



Recognizing Veena Hadagali for her exceptional leadership 
in driving the WiBD AI for Cybersecurity Global Initiative and 
ensuring seamless sponsor engagement for the WiBD NW AI 
Summit as part of WiBD’s 10-year anniversary. Your ability to 

transform vision into action, unite diverse partners, and 
create an inclusive, high-quality experience has empowered 
emerging talent and elevated the impact of our community.

Veena Hadagali



Recognizing Isabelle for her creativity, strategic leadership, 
and willingness to step in whenever needed. Your marketing 
vision has elevated the WiBD AI for Cybersecurity Initiative 
and expanded our global visibility, while your timely support 
was invaluable to the success of the WiBD NW AI Summit 
during WiBD’s 10-year anniversary. We deeply appreciate 

your dedication and impact.

Isabelle Robertson



Presented to Sam Zeigler for an outstanding start as 
Program Manager. You joined the WiBD AI for 

Cybersecurity Global Initiative and immediately made a 
difference. Your fresh energy and dedication to executing our 
programs have been inspiring to the whole team. This award 
celebrates your early success and the bright future ahead of 

you. Keep up the fantastic work!

Sam Zeigler



Bay Area CA Chapter



We proudly celebrate Anat, WiBD Bay Area Chapter 
Director, for her leadership in rebooting the chapter and 

reenergizing the community. Through organizing 
impactful events, collaborating on a regional hackathon, 
and supporting DataCamp training initiatives, she has 

strengthened engagement and expanded opportunities 
for our Bay Area members.

Anat Zohar



We proudly recognize Bhakti, WiBD Bay Area Chapter 
Director, for her creativity and leadership in delivering 
more technical, hands-on events. Through innovative 
ideas such as the Weekend Warriors event, she has 
created engaging learning experiences that deepen 

technical skills and energize the Bay Area community.

Bhakti Hinduja



This year’s honoree, Vidhya, exemplified exceptional 
leadership in coordinating complex volunteer 

initiatives with remarkable attention to detail. Leading 
a dedicated team, she orchestrated a multifaceted 

event that demanded thoughtful planning, clear 
communication, and the ability to align diverse 

contributors toward shared goals.

Vidhya Rammohan



This year’s honoree, Stuti, demonstrated outstanding 
technical knowledge while managing intricate 
volunteer projects with precision and care. Her 

combination of technical acumen and dedication to 
excellence has ensured the success of multiple 

projects and events.

Stuti Patel



SoCal CA Chapter



We recognize Odessa, WiBD SoCal Chapter Director, 
for her outstanding dedication, responsiveness, and 

leadership in building strong partnerships and 
meaningful connections across the community. 
Through her commitment to collaboration and 

engagement, she has expanded WiBD’s reach and for 
members in Southern California.

Odessa Reyno



Viviana is recognized with the MVP Award for her outstanding 
initiative and leadership throughout the year. She has led 

multiple events, driven impactful marketing efforts, and played a 
key role in expanding the SoCal Chapter’s reach and 

engagement. Her dedication and contributions have been truly 
instrumental to our success. 

Viviana Alba



Jialing is recognized with the Volunteer Instructor of the 
Year Award for her exceptional work leading the SoCal 

Chapter’s DataCamp Program and hosting a virtual code-
along session for our members. Her dedication to providing 
high-quality learning opportunities has made a meaningful 

difference in our community. 

Jialing Wang



NW AI Summit 
as part of 10-year Anniversary

And Pacific Phoenixes Program 
Recognitions



To our incredible Conference Chair, Shweta, we extend our 
deepest gratitude. Your visionary leadership and tireless 

commitment were the driving force behind this blockbuster 
event. You navigated complexity with grace, inspired the 
entire team, and led us to unprecedented success. Thank 

you for setting the gold standard for the WiBD NW AI Summit 
as part of WiBD’s 10-year anniversary.

Shweta Malik



To our dynamic Marketing Lead, Shweta Mokashi, we extend 
our sincere appreciation for your strategic brilliance and 

exceptional leadership. Your innovative campaigns generated 
remarkable buzz and helped make the NW AI Summit—part of 

WiBD’s 10-year anniversary—an industry standout. Your 
dedication to the Pacific Phoenixes program has also created 
new pathways for job seekers and career pivoters across the 
Pacific Northwest. Thank you for elevating our mission with 

passion, creativity, and impact.

Shweta Mokashi



Recognizing Swaroopa for her outstanding leadership as our 
Community Supporter Lead. Her dedication helped shape the 
positive, collaborative spirit of the WiBD NW AI Summit as part 
of WiBD’s 10-year anniversary, while her close partnership with 

local supporters fostered a highly motivated volunteer team. 
Swaroopa also strengthened the Pacific Phoenixes program by 
providing essential support to empower career pivoters. Thank 

you for elevating our mission with care and impact.

Swaroopa Prabhakar



To our indispensable All-Rounder Support, Manisha, you were 
the ultimate team player of the WiBD NW AI Summit as part of 

WiBD’s 10-year anniversary. Your incredible versatility—
stepping in wherever needed, from coordinating the Student 
Poster Session to managing swag, badges, and essential 
marketing support—was vital to our success. Your can-do 

attitude ensured flawless execution across the board. Thank you 
for being the operational glue that held everything together!

Manisha Yadav



To our Speaker Engagement Lead, Chandana, thank you for 
ensuring our presenters felt truly cared for throughout the WiBD

NW AI Summit as part of WiBD’s 10-year anniversary. Your 
thoughtful coordination—from warm welcomes and clear 

communications to meaningful touches like personalized gifts—
created a supportive environment where our influential 

speakers felt valued and empowered to shine on stage. Your 
dedication elevated the entire experience.

Chandana Pulikallu



A huge round of applause goes to Srinithi! Your strategic 
vision in crafting the compelling theme and agenda for the 

WiBD NW AI Summit as part of WiBD’s 10-year anniversary 
laid the foundation for our success. This brilliant work 

attracted exceptional speakers and became the pivotal factor 
in making the entire event a true “super hit.” Thank you for 

your outstanding contribution.

Srinithi Srinivasan



Extending our sincere thanks to Vinutha for her invaluable 
support—from stepping in with marketing and operational help 

for the WiBD NW AI Summit as part of WiBD’s 10-year 
anniversary, to strengthening the Pacific Phoenixes program 
and empowering job seekers in their career comebacks. Your 
timely assistance and dedication made a meaningful impact 

across both initiatives. 

Vinutha Hiremath



Recognizing Sonali for her dedicated behind-the-scenes 
support of the Pacific Phoenixes program, ensuring 

professionals have the resources they need for a successful 
career comeback. As a key contributor to this Women in Big 

Data Pacific Northwest initiative, Sonali played a crucial role in 
bringing this mission to life. Thank you!

Sonali Pagade



Recognizing Parul for providing essential technical skills 
support to the Pacific Phoenixes program and helping job 

seekers navigate their journey to a successful career 
comeback. Parul’s contributions to the Women in Big Data 

Pacific Northwest chapter have made a meaningful and 
tangible difference. Thank you!

Parul Pandey



Grateful to Deborah for her unwavering support of the Pacific 
Phoenixes program, playing a key role in organizing the speed 
mentoring event and helping job seekers advance their career 
comebacks. Deb’s reliable contributions to this Women in Big 

Data Pacific Northwest initiative ensured participants felt 
supported every step of the way. Thank you!!

Deborah Sgro
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