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In our August 2026 issue, we cover:

- The Mentoring Connection - Career Journeys, Shared Wisdom, Lasting Impact

- WiBD DataCamp Donates Program highlights
- Data Science Varsity 2026 Hackathon

- WiBD India Program update

- Events around the globe

The Mentoring Connection

Where Conversations Spark Growth
Deborah Sqgro, Program Director

Career Journeys, Shared Wisdom, Lasting Impact

Last month, we explored the value of mentoring and the important role it plays in
navigating our careers. This month, we celebrate the mentors who have helped build
and strengthen our global mentoring community.


https://www.linkedin.com/in/deborahsgro/

Since launching our mentoring initiative,
experienced professionals from around the
world have generously shared their time,
knowledge, and guidance with others. Many
have returned as mentors across multiple
sessions, making a lasting impact on our
participants. We're especially proud to
feature several of these outstanding
mentors on our website. Their diverse
career journeys—including inspiring career

MENTORING transitions—show that growth often comes
from embracing new opportunities.
CONNECTION

To every mentor who has contributed to our community, thank you for your
dedication, encouragement, and generosity.

Ready to start—or continue—your mentoring journey? Applications are now open for
our October-December 2026 programs.

Program Updates & Upcoming Opportunities

1:1 Mentoring Matters (June—August 2026)

Congratulations to all mentor-mentee pairs who successfully completed the June—
August cohort. We hope the experience provided valuable learning, meaningful
connections, and lasting professional growth.

1:1 Mentoring Matters (October—-December 2026)
Applications for mentors and mentees are open through September 15. Space is
limited, so we encourage you to apply early.

Emerging Technologist Circle (October—December 2026)

Applications are also open for our globally accessible mentoring circle designed for
professionals with less than two years of experience in technology or technology-
related roles. Through mentor-led discussions, peer learning, and collaborative
activities, participants build skills, expand their networks, and gain valuable career
insights.



Training Program updates
Srabasti Banerjee, Program Director

Congratulations to our amazing learners! Between July 10 and August 10, our
community achieved 40 certifications across programs including Al Engineer for
Data Scientists Associate, Al Engineer for Developers Associate, Al Fundamentals,
Data Analyst, Data Analyst Associate, Data Engineer Associate, Data Governance
Fundamentals, Data Literacy, Data Scientists Associate, Python Data Associate, SQL
Associate.

Notably, 4 learners earned two certifications during this period.

Also, our top learner in that period earned 116950 XP by completing 151 chapters
across 43 courses.

A snapshot of our DataCamp learner dashboard highlights strong engagement, with
536,123 learning units completed, more than 282,985 total learning hours, and 14,422
active members earning XP.

Unit Completions ®
Your members' activity broken down by content type.

TIME ON PLATFORM  (© MEMBERS WHO HAVE EARNED XP ()
® Aug 17, 03:28 EDT ® Aug 17, 08:33 EDT

® Aug 17, 04:28 EDT

282,985 14,422

TOTAL HOURS TOTAL MEMBERS

536,123

TOTAL UNITS COMPLETED

116,173 IN THE LAST 30 DAYS 16,801 IN THE LAST 30 DAYS 118 IN THE LAST 30 DAYS

Thank you for sharing so many inspiring testimonials. We're very excited to see how
the program is supporting your education and accelerating your career growth.


https://www.linkedin.com/in/srabasti-banerjee/

dataca

BRI
WOMEN IN 2, DONATES
BIG DATA *

Testimonial
* Kk Kk ok &

The complimentary DataCamp license from
WiBD has really helped me improve my data
skills and learn with greater confidence. |
completed my SQL Associate and Data Analyst
Associate certifications, and I'm now preparing
for the Data Analyst certification. I'm truly
grateful for this opportunity because it has
kept me motivated, strengthened my skills,
and helped me stay focused on building a
career in data.

Neethu M., DataCamp Learner
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| am very grateful to WiBD, not only for the
complimentary DataCamp license but also for,
its positive effect on my mental health. | was
very anxious about job hunting and even felt
depressed at times. This opportunity has
given me the chance to learn something new,
especially data analysis, at my own pace,
making me feel less anxious and much more
confident. Thank you for making us women
feel supported and empowered.

DataCamp Learner

Data Science Varsity 2026
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Thanks to the complimentary DataCamp
license from Women in Big Data, | built
valuable skills in SQL, Python, and Al tools
like ChatGPT and Claude, while earning my
Data Analyst Associate certification. This
experience strengthened my data analysis
skills and gave me the confidence to
embrace Al in my learning and career.

Y.L, DataCamp Learner
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This opportunity has been incredibly
valuable in helping me build skills that

plement my demic background. The
complimentary DataCamp license has
allowed me to strengthen my knowledge,
gain practical experience, and better
prepare myself for career opportunities in
data and Al. | truly appreciate WiBD for
making this possible.

DataCamp Learner

WiBD Northwest and WiBD Bay Area have launched Data Science Varsity 2026 as
part of our Hackathon Program—a 10-week, hands-on buildathon introducing
students to the rapidly evolving world of Agentic Al Systems. Open to students of all
majors and experience levels from partner universities across Oregon, Washington,
and the Bay Area, the program combines expert mentorship with access to industry-
leading platforms including Google Antigravity, Databricks, DataCamp, Base44, and
enterprise agentic Al frameworks. Working in teams, participants will design and build
Al solutions in Healthcare, Education, or Security while gaining practical experience,
expanding their portfolios, and developing the skills needed for the next generation of
Al innovation. Applications open September 1. Details here.



https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-big-data-northwest/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-big-data-bay-area/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/dsv2026/

Data Science Varsity
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INDIA Program Updates

The WiBD India Shakti Mentoring Program — Enterprise Edition continues to deliver
measurable career impact through personalized 1:1 mentoring. Mentees are making
tangible progress toward goals such as building data engineering portfolios,
developing cloud and modern data stack skills, completing GitHub projects, and
earning AWS certifications. Supported by experienced mentors from organizations
including Microsoft and 7-Eleven Global Solution Center, participants are gaining
hands-on guidance tailored to their career aspirations. One mentee is building a
Supply Chain Data Lakehouse project while preparing for AWS certification, while
another described her mentor match as “exactly what | was searching for,”
highlighting the program's focus on meaningful mentorship and real career growth.
Apply here.



https://womeninbigdataindia.in/programs/shakti-enterprise-edition/
https://womeninbigdataindia.in/programs/shakti-enterprise-edition/

@ shakti Mentoring Program

Real Mentees. Real
Growth. Empowering
Women in Data Careers
Together.

Hear from Our Mentees. These reflections capture the heart of the Shakti Mentoring
Program—mentoring that goes beyond conversations to create tangible learning,
greater confidence, hands-on experience, and meaningful career growth.



Mentoring
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“l would recommend this program definitely, because here | am getting 1:1 interaction
with a mentor who has diverse experience in the IT industry and is ready to help me
with the difficulties | am facing. The mentor-mentee match is perfect in my case — this is

what | was searching for as ‘my Mentor".”

1 0.0.0 8 ¢

Maya Tiwari

Mentee , Shakti Mentoring Program 2026
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“We have broadly aligned on building a data engineering portfolio and upskilling in cloud
and the modern data stack. | am currently building a Supply Chain Data Lakehouse
project on GitHub and working toward AWS certification. | would recommend this
program — the structure, support from the WiBD team and the initiative itself are

genuinely valuable.”

L8.8.8 .8 4

Nanda $ Chandrashekhar

Mentee , Shakti Mentoring Program 2026



Mentoring ¢

WOMEN i IN ?'

=
BIG DATA °*

“Two sessions completed, happy with my mentor, and we have discussed my goals. |

would recommend it to others — | have already told my friend about this program.”

1. 0.8.8 .8 ¢

Kotha Venkata Mehar Ramya

Mentee , Shakti Mentoring Program 2026

Events around the globe

WiBD India Vidya Program continued its hands-on learning series with two engaging

sessions that showcased practical applications of Al and data skills:

- In Building a Data Pipeline with Al, Anshu Aggarwal, Senior Data Engineer
at Equal Experts, guided participants through a live, end-to-end
demonstration that transformed a messy retail spreadsheet into an interactive
dashboard using DuckDB, dbt, and an Al coding assistant with human
oversight. Participants gained practical insights into the medallion
architecture, Al-assisted data engineering workflows, and how to distinguish
confident but incorrect Al-generated suggestions from reliable outputs.


https://womeninbigdataindia.in/events/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anshu-aggarwal-66892374/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/equal-experts/

INDIA

Vidya Program

e Connect « Collaborate « Cultivate ¢« Champion

Session Topic Facilitator

Building a Data
Pipeline with Al

Anshu Aggarwal ‘

In the next session, Think Like an Enterprise Solution Designer,
Prathyusha Vemula, Digital Transformation Consultant, led an interactive

case study on reducing hospital discharge time from six hours to under two.
Participants learned a practical, reusable framework for solving complex
business problems—from defining the problem and identifying stakeholders
to analyzing root causes, evaluating solution options, assessing data and
feasibility, and developing actionable recommendations—providing a
structured approach that can be applied across industries.


https://www.linkedin.com/in/vnmprathyusha/

INDIA

Vidya Program

e Connect « Collaborate « Cultivate ¢« Champion

Session Topic Facilitator

Think like an
Enterprise Solution
Designer

Prathyusha Vemula

- WiBD India recently partnered with Agara Walks & Filter Kaapi for a unique
Data Community Walk and Networking event that combined wellness,
networking, and meaningful conversations about the future of data. During a
morning walk followed by coffee, engineers, founders, business leaders, and
data practitioners exchanged ideas on topics including Al evaluation
engineering, data platforms, data modeling, physical Al, master data
management, data product management, customer data, and the emerging
role of mental wellness data. The event demonstrated that some of the most
valuable learning and connections happen outside the traditional conference
setting, reinforcing WiBD India's commitment to building community through
authentic conversations.



https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-big-data-india
https://www.linkedin.com/company/agara-walks-filter-kaapi/
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Two WiBD Australia board directors recently attended Snowflake and
Accenture’s Women in Data & Al event, where the discussion focused on the
evolving role of Al and leadership. Key takeaways included the importance of
continuous upskilling, embracing Al as an opportunity for growth, viewing Al
as a tool for evolution rather than replacement, and recognizing the critical
role of diverse perspectives in building trusted Al. The panel's message was
clear: keep learning, lead with confidence, embrace experimentation, and
invest in yourself as Al continues to reshape the future of work.



https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-big-data-australia
https://www.linkedin.com/company/snowflake-computing/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/accenture/

SNOWFLAKE SNOWFLAKE
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IN DATA & Al IN DATA & Al

PANEL DISCUSSION

Odessa Reyno, Director of the WiBD SoCal chapter, moderated the Women
in Data & Al panel at Data Con LA 2026, where the discussion highlighted
that while the industry has made significant progress, mentorship,
community, and self-advocacy remain essential to helping women thrive in
Data and Al. Meeting so many students and recent graduates at the WiBD
SoCal booth reinforced the continued need to create opportunities and build a
strong community for the next generation of professionals. A heartfelt thank
you to Data Con LA, Dimas Soeprapto and the outstanding panelists
Christina Karaba, Lucy Abboud and Heather Sit for sharing their insights and
experience, and our dedicated volunteers - Katalin Byker M.A. Org. Psych.
Program Eval., SHRM-SCP , Qianhui Guo for making the event a success.



https://www.linkedin.com/in/odessareyno/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/14309306/
https://www.dataconla.com/events/dcla-2026/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bagussoeprapto/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ckaraba/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hnsit/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/katalinbyker/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/katalinbyker/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/guoqianhui/

Join The

WiBD SoCal
Chapter
Today

- WiBD Poland is partnering with Netflix to host an exclusive Powerful
Connections Meetup in Warsaw on September 10. This special evening will
bring together women and leaders from the Data & Al community for inspiring
conversations, valuable networking, and meaningful connections. Attendees
will hear from data leaders at Netflix, join a panel discussion on female
leadership, exchange insights on the latest industry trends, and connect with
professionals from across Poland's Data & Al ecosystem—all while enjoying
an evening at the Netflix Warsaw office. Fill out the application. Space is
limited. Selected applicants will receive a confirmation email.

Powerful Connections MeetUp

Gonnect. Grow.Inspire



https://www.linkedin.com/company/106502775
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdviDJJSKpb9Y8p4NbEA36dv6uls-AVMlPrNb15RSlTRStH1w/viewform

- WIiBD Paris is proud to participate in BiG DATA & Ai PARIS 2026, where the
Data & Al community will come together to explore the future of the industry.
On September 16, our Paris Chapter will host a featured panel, Women
Leaders Shaping the Future of Trusted Al, bringing together five
accomplished women leaders from LVMH Beauty, SAP Europe, Mersen,
Danone and ALTHO BRETS . The discussion will explore one of Al's most
important challenges—how to build Al that is not only powerful, but also
trusted, responsible, and well governed. Join us for this inspiring conversation
on governance, regulation, responsibility, and trust as we examine the future
of Al through the perspectives of leaders shaping its direction. Register here.

15-16
SEPT
PARIS

Andrea Leylavergne |88 Tina RoSARID Julle DE MOYER Caroline LEVY Alina MIHAILA
Director France, Women in Big ata fead of Data lnovation SAP B8 GO0 LV Beauty ) o6 President & Group CT0 MERSEN L Global Head of Data & Al Foundation Da



https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-big-data-paris
https://www.linkedin.com/company/big-data-paris/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lvmh/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sap/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mersen/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/danone/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/altho-brets/
https://www.bigdataparis.com/fr-fr/inscription.html

Women in Big Data is proud to partner with the Al Infra Summit (Sept 15-17),
bringing together the leaders and innovators building the infrastructure
powering the next generation of Al. The event will feature sessions on Al
infrastructure, data centers, compute, data movement, physical Al, and
enterprise deployment, with a distinguished lineup of industry experts and
hyperscale cloud providers. As part of the program, WiBD will host the panel,
"Power Analysis, Power-Aware Design and Verification Challenges and
Innovations for Al Hardware," on September 17, from 12:15-1:00 PM PT.
Industry leaders will discuss power management across the Al hardware
lifecycle and the evolving challenges of designing and verifying Al chips,
accelerators, GPUs, and cloud infrastructure. WiBD members can receive
15% off registration using promo code WIBD15, or register for a
complimentary Expo Pass to attend the exhibition. Register here.

F'INFRA

SUMMIT

After a summer break, Women in Big Data Berlin is excited to launch the new
season with Al & Data for the Common Good, an evening in partnership
with the Bertelsmann Stiftung on September 17. Together, experts in Al,
data, research, policy, and social impact will explore how Al can support
better decision-making, be used responsibly, and create meaningful societal
impact while keeping human judgment at the center. Featuring speakers
Katarzyna, Helena, Jens, Carsten, Anita, and Aliya, this promises to be an
engaging evening of insightful discussions and networking. Sign up here.



https://www.ai-infra-summit.com/2026-registration
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wibd-berlin
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bertelsmann-stiftung/
https://www.meetup.com/de-de/women-in-big-data-berlin-meetup-group/events/316242642/?eventOrigin=home_next_event_you_are_hosting

g h 17 SEPTEMBER 2026
j’ | BertelsmannStiftung 17:30 - 21:00 PM.
WELCOME AND PANEL DISCUSSION
OPENING REMARKS MODERATOR

A

SPEAKERS
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Dr. Katarzyna Dr. Helena Bakic Jens PreuBBner
Stoltmann Bertelsmann Stiftung Bertelsmann Stiftung
Women in Big Data Berlin

- Join the New WiBD SoCal Quarterly Book Club! We're excited to launch the
WiBD SoCal Quarterly Book Club—a welcoming space to connect, exchange
ideas, and explore books that inspire professional growth, leadership, and
careers in data, Al, and technology. Our first selection is This Isn't Working by
Meghan French Dunbar on Aug 30th, sparking conversations about the
modern workplace and what it means for our careers. Whether you've
finished the book, just started, or are simply curious, you're invited to join the
discussion and connect with fellow community members. Register here.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

BOOK
CLUB



https://www.linkedin.com/groups/14309306/
https://www.meetup.com/women-in-big-data-meetup-socal-chapter/events/315776392/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=braze_canvas&utm_campaign=mmrk_alleng_event_announcement_prod_unfiltered_v7_en&utm_term=promo&utm_content=lp_meetup&dispatch_id=6a5f9e9816e67948a54ff5b6d59d00b9

Click here for more events. And click here for the blog coverage.

Become a member: https://www.womeninbigdata.org/membership/

Join WiBD Company &) WiBD Linkedin Company

Join WiBD U1 Linkedin Group Forum
Add WiBD to your LinkedIn profile
Sign up for your local Meetup.



https://www.meetup.com/Women-in-Big-Data-Meetup/events/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/blog/
https://www.womeninbigdata.org/membership/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/18486764/admin/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6981086/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-big-data/

